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EXTRA PROTECTION VACCINESVACCINES

The following is a list of trusted sources where you can find 
immunization information for you and your children:

f Immunize BC
www.immunizebc.ca

ImmunizeBC is a one-stop-shop for trustworthy immunization 

information in BC. 

f BC Pediatric Society

•	 Immunization

http://www.bcpeds.ca/Families/showcontent.aspx?MenuID=1752

f Canadian Pediatric Society 
www.cps.ca

f Public Health Agency of Canada
www.phac-aspc.gc.ca/im/index-eng.php

Additional vaccines for children that are available for a 
charge are called non-publicly funded - or extra protection - 
vaccines. These vaccines are considered at various times and 

in various situations.

For information on these vaccines, see the Extra Protection 
Checklist on the ImmunizeBC non-publicly funded vaccine 
webpage:

• Hepatitis A: an inflammation of the liver that can be serious 
and life-threatening (vaccine free for Aboriginal infants  
and children)

• HPV (Human Papillomavirus): can cause cervical cancer, 
genital warts, and male and female genital cancers (vaccine 
free for females born in 1994 or later)

• Influenza: much more severe than a common cold or upset 
stomach (vaccine free in BC only for infants and young 
children 6-59 months)

• Meningitis: can cause severe infection of the lining of the 
brain (meningitis) and infection of the blood (septicemia). 
Currently, only the vaccine for meningococcal type C is 
provided free for infants and in Grade 6.

NOTE: Meningococcal group B causes most of the 
meningococcal disease in Canada. The high risk age groups 
for meningococcal B disease are healthy infants under 1 
year, followed by toddlers 1–4 years and teenagers 15–19 
years old. A NEW meningococcal B vaccine is now available 
as a non-publicly funded vaccine.

• Travel Risks: diseases vary by location and include typhoid 
fever & travellers’ diarrhea

VACCINE INFORMATION: TRUSTED WEBSITES

Family Resource: Vaccine Information: Trusted Websites

Family Resource
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Q1: “Why aren’t all vaccines publicly funded?”

The school vaccine program dispenses some, but not all 

vaccines. Decisions to fund vaccine programs are made by 

the Ministry of Health based on considerations such as safety, 

quality and recommendations from local immunization and 

public health experts. 

We likely all recognize that funds are not unlimited, and funding 

for vaccines has to compete with funding for other health care 

initiatives.

Q2: “How much do the vaccines cost?”

Non-publicly funded vaccine costs range from $20 - $200 per 

injection, multiplied by the number of doses in a series.

There may be additional fees for consultation, dispensing and 

injecting. 

Vaccine costs vary throughout the Province for the various 

types of vaccines, and by source. 

Pharmacies set their own cost structure and travel clinics may 

be private or public-health supported.

EXTRA PROTECTION VACCINES: COSTS

Family Resource: Extra Protection Vaccines: Costs

Visit the BC Pediatric Society website for information  

about Immunization and other topics of interest  

to families at www.bcpeds.ca/families.

The term “extra protection” helps you to think about this group of vaccines in terms of risk of disease, benefits of vaccines and the 

costs. Visit the BC Pediatrics Society website (Families) for more information and resources to further inform your decisions about 

vaccines for your family.

Questions often asked by parents about the costs of extra protection vaccines:

Family Resource
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•	Neither	 MSP	 or	 Pharmacare	 cover	 non-publicly	 funded	

vaccines.
•	 If	 you	 have	 an	 extended	 benefits	 plan	 from	 a	 private	

insurance	 agency,	 vaccines	 may	 be	 covered.	 You	 should	

obtain	the	DIN	(Drug	Identification	Number)	from	a	pharmacy,	

then	contact	your	private	insurance	agency	to	find	out	about	

this	aspect	of	medical	coverage.
•	Government	or	private	sector	employees	may	have	vaccine	

coverage	 in	 their	 benefits	package.	 If	 this	 is	 your	 situation,	

check	with	your	Human	Resources	Department	(or	equivalent	

in	smaller	organizations).

•	BC	 Health	 Authorities	 may	 provide	 a	 non-publicly	 funded	

vaccine	if	a	child	is	at	higher	risk	for	a	vaccine	related	illness.	

For	further	information,	talk	with	your	physician	or	a	nurse	at	

a	Health	Unit.
•	 If	you	are	interested	in	coverage	for	vaccinations	for	a	child	

attending	 a	 post	 secondary	 institution,	 some	 institutions	

provide	some	vaccines	as	part	of	 the	student	health	plan.	

Ask	 the	student	 to	check	with	Student	Health	Services	on	

his/her	campus.

EXTRA PROTECTION VACCINES: INSURANCE

Family Resource: Extra Protection Vaccines: Insurance

Family Resource

“Will my health plan cover the vaccine cost?”

Your doctor is not likely to know what is covered by each specific health plan.	An	insurance	company	will	have	a	variety	of	

plans	and	your	coverage	will	depend	on	the	policy	purchased	by	an	employer	or	other	provider,	or	that	you	may	have	purchased	

yourself.	Here	is	some	information	to	get	you	started:

Visit the BC Pediatric Society website for information  

about Immunization and other topics of interest  

to families at www.bcpeds.ca/families.
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Family Resource
EXTRA PROTECTION VACCINES: ACCESS

Family Resource: Extra Protection Vaccines: Access

If you doctor suggests a vaccine that provides extra protection for your family, here are three places the vaccines may be available: 

pharmacies, travel clinics or some doctor’s offices. Although your doctor may give vaccinations, he/she may not have all vaccines 

on hand. 
Here are the basic steps on how to obtain “Extra Protection” vaccines from your doctor. For travel clinics, please visit their 

websites for information. 

Visit the BC Pediatric Society website  

at www.bcpeds.ca/families

NOTE: If your child meets certain criteria for a non-publicly funded vaccine, the Health  

Unit may provide the vaccine at no cost. Your doctor can advise you in this regard.

Step 2: If you think the vaccination 

may be covered by insurance, check the 

DIN (Drug Identification Number) first. 

A pharmacist can give this number to you.

Step 1:Request
prescription from 

your doctor

Step 3: Take the prescription to the pharmacy 

to have it filled. If you have coverage, take the 

company insurance card with you to the pharmacy. 

The pharmacy may have the vaccine on hand 

or may need to order it in.

If your doctor does not vaccinate, check 

that the pharmacist can give the vaccination. 

Step 4:

If your pharmacist is qualified to give NPF vaccinations

on-site (and your child is over 5 years of age), 

you can get the vaccine on-site at the pharmacy.

Costs may include the vaccine, dispensing 

and/or injection fees. 

These vary by product and pharmacy.
Step 4:

If your doctor gives vaccinations, 

take the vaccine to your doctor. 

Check with pharmacist for temperature requirements 

and expiry date if you will be transporting the vaccine to 

your doctor’s office for injection. 

Check with the doctor’s office to see if you can drop-in 

with the vaccine or if an appointment is needed. 

or
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